GORE, Mayor. 


Jovis, decimo tertio die Novembris 1701, 
Annoq; Regis WILLIELMIF| 
Tertii, Angliæ, c. Decimo tertio. | 


| HIS Court doth deſire Dr. Stan- 

hope to print his Sermon, preached i 
at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Lon- 
don, before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of this City, on the Fifth of 
this inſtant November. | 
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Before the Right HONOURABLE 


The Lord Mayor, Aldermen , and | 
Citizens of London. | 


F _ 


By GEORGE STANHOPE, D.D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. 


LONDON, 


Printed for RICHARD SARE at Grays-Inn-Gate in 
Holborn, MDCC II. 
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To the Right Honourable wel 
Sir WILLIAM GORE, Knt 


Lord Mayor 


OF THE 
CITY of LONDON. 


My LORD, 


Hough Compliance with the Com- 
mand I have received for Pub- 
liſhing this Sermon could not in 


common Decency be declined, yet I ſhall 
make no Scruple to acknowledge my Obe= 
| dience the more willing, from an Appre= 
benſion that the Point here treated of was 
never more neceſſary to be ſeriouſly conſi- 


dered. And if it were ſo, Men _ 


__ Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

be ſoon convinced, that the Publick Good, 
which even the moſt differing Parties pre- 
tend to agree in aiming at, 1s never to be 
attained , 'except the moſt boneſt and pious 
Intentions be ſeconded and carried on by 
proper and juſtifiable Meaſures. Zeal 
without Knowledge does the of any 

thing reſemble that Fire of Hell it ſelf , 

which is deſcribed by Extremity of Heat 
witbout Ligbt. Whereas the true and 
profitable Zeal is regulated by that Wil- 

hes ii. . dom deſcending from above, which we 
are expreſly taught to diſtinguiſh by theſe 
Marks, that it is firſt pure, then peace- 

able, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, 
full of Mercy and good Fruits, with- 
aut partiality, and without hypocriſy. 
This is indeed the only Principle, that 
can render us truly happy, not only in the 
Next, but even in This World ; uſeful 
to mw Private or our Publick Intereſts. 
Aud therefore, whenſoever it ſhall my 
\ . God 


i. 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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God to bring this Nation under any Di 
ficulties, we ſhall be naturally carried to 
wiſh for our Security, that in ſuch Exi- 
genctes the Church may never want Store 
of Sons ſo Faithful, the Government, of 
Subjefs ſo Loyal, nor this noble City, Ma- 
| oiftrates ſo prudent and ſo deſervedly in 
general Efteem, as all good Men do at 
this Day rejoice to your Lordſhip. 
I am, 


S 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
humble Servant 


George Stanhope. 
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St. John Xvi. 2. 


— Lea the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth yon, 
will think, that he doth God ſerwice. 


U R Bleſſed Lord, who did himſelf condeſcend 

to feel the infirmities of Humane Nature , had a 

very tender regard, to them in his Diſciples. He 

knew, how far our proper Strength is from be- 

ing a match for Terrours and Temptations ; And therefore, 
in this parting Diſcourſe, he promiſes thoſe ſupernatural 
Inſtructions, Aſſiſtances, and Encouragements of the Holy 
Spirit, which might make good that Title of the Comforter, 
whereby we find him here ſo frequently diſtinguiſhed. But 
yet it often happens, that Reaſon, even when thus ſupport- 
ed by Grace, is not always ſucceſsful in Spiritual Conflicts; 
becauſe ſometimes Calamities ſurpriſe us, and double our 
danger by the ſuddenneſs of their Aſſaults. The Enemy is 
got within our Quarters, before ever we ſuſpected his Ap- 
proach”; and his Force upon ſuch Occaſions is not of more 
formidable Conſequence, than 1s our own Confuſion. For 
prevention of this miſchief, it was not the leaſt inſtance of 
our great Maſter's kindneſs, that he gave his Servants time- 
ly warning, what hardſhips they muſt expect to encounter 
in the diſcharge of their Duty. Theſe things have I ſpoken 
unto you, that ye ſhould not be offended, ſays he, ( Verle the 
Firſt.) When he had thus awaken'd in them juſt appre- 
henfions of Evils to come, that ſo they might ſtand col- 
lected within themſelves, and draw all their Forces of Rea- 
ſon and Religion together, and be conſtantly in a poſture 
of Defence ; then he proceeds to __ the Scene, and ſhews 


8 them 


cats aft r 
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Days, ſtands in the Exgliſd Calendar, an indelible 


them the Two great Adverſaries they had to engage, and 
to try their courage upon, Ignominy and Cruelty. They ſhall 
put you out of their Synagogues, ſays the former part of this 
Verſe ; there's the Ignominy. Yea, they ſhall K- vou, ſays 
my Text ; there's the Cruelty. | 

The Former of theſe plainly reſpects the Cenſures of the 
Jewiſh Church : But in taking away the Lives of theſe good 
Men, every Nation ſhould join. 7ews and Gemtiles were 
all diſpoſed to this; and, for fear Humanity and good 
Nature ſhould in e 1n their favour, Religion, we are 
told here, ſhould be laid hold on as a pretence to excuſe, 
nay to juſtify, nay to recommeyd, nay even to ſanctify their 
Venom and Rage. Men might differ widely in other No- 
tions, but in this of a meritorious Barbarity to the Chriſti- 
ans All ſhould conſpire. Whoſoever flew a Diſciple of 
the Holy Jeſus, it was univerſally agreed, that he did 
Adledes werapigay Oi, as the Text moſt tically terms 
it, that is, that in ſhedding this devoted Blood be offer d 
up a choice and moſt acceptable Sacrifice, and rm'd 
a, very extraordinary and fignal. piece of Service to the 
God he. worſhipped. | 

It were moſt heartily to be wiſhed, that this Imagination 
had been confined to the Enemies of Chriftianity in com- 
mon, and expired with the Times of the Primitive Perfe- 
cutions. But, in regard we find by fad Experience, that the 
ſame miſtaken Principle runs through every Age; and Chri- 
ſtians of different Denominations and Opinions are too of- 
ten d by it to furious Heats and great Bitterneſs 
againſt each other: Since, when Factions and Conſpira- 
ces are formed in the State, or Schiſms made in the Church, 
great · diſturbers of our Peace make Zeal for God their 
conſtant Cry, and think to ſhelter their moſt irregular Be- 


hbaviour under this Anſwer, that they act according to their 


Conſciences: Since the Fifth of November, above all other 
Monu- 
2 ment, 
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ind ment of the unwearied, but (God be praiſed, ſtill unſuc- 
ball celsful ) Attempts animated by the wicked Principle forc- 
his told in my Text: I could not but think the opportunity 
ays allowed me here, could not be more uſefully employed , 
than in examining this Caſe, which the Words before you, 
the and the too common Errour contained in them, render 
od ſo neceſſary at all times, ſo ſeaſonable eſpecially at this time, 
ere to be diligently examined and rightly underſtood. And 
20d that is, What judgment we are to make of a miſtaken Zeal, 
are whether it excuſe the Perſons ated by it, or at leaſt how far 
uſe, it will bear one out, in the Deſigns and Actions that are tru- 
1eir ly owing to it. 
No- Now, to proceed in this Matter as clearly and as briefly 
iſti- as I can, I ſhall not entangle You or my Self in the dark 
of and ſubtile Speculations of the Schools; but rather chuſe 
did 2 Method more ſuitable to the nature of ſuch a Diſcourſe 
rms as this; and carry on my Enquiry by the help of One 
er d moſt remarkable Example, which will reach every Circum- 
md 1 that can be of any weight in the Queſtion now be- 
the 0s. 


We read in the Book of A#Fs, what havock St. Paul 
once made of the Church, what Threatnings and Slaugh- 
ter he was continually breathing out agamft them. The 


rfe- Character he gives of himſelf is this, That He perſe- + 4g, wi, 
the ſecuted that way unto the Death, binding and deliver- 1. ix. i, &. 
bri- « ing into Priſons both Men and Women. That He gave r e. 


XXVI. 


of- * his Voice againſt their Lives, often compelled them to 

nefs * blaſpheme, and being exceedingly mad againſt them, perſc- 

ira- * cuted them even to ſtrange Cities. For a Vindication of theſe 

ch, furious Proceedings he boaſts to the Galatians, © That Þ he + Calla. i 
heir had profited in the Jem Religion above his Equals; 4. 

Be- *and was more exceedingly zealous of the Traditions 

1eir * of the Fathers: And before King Agrippa this is his A- 

her pology, * I gerily thought with my ſelf, that I ought to do* Acts 
nu- many things contrary to the ow of Teſus of POTN. | To 
ent, Ex | 2 | ow 


% 
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Now the difficulty of coming to a right underſtandin 
in this Point may ſeem indeed rather increas d, and the 
Caſe left_ in greater confuſion , by the very different Ac- 
counts which St. Paul gives of himfelf in Scripture. For, 
as if upon This Occaſion too he thought it his duty to 
become all things t all Men, You find him one while 
ads pleading to Ananias, * Men and Brethren, I have lived in 
xxl. 1. all good Conſcience before God until this day; and yet, wri- 

ting at another time to his Son Timothy, he ſtigmatizes 
the Man of that good Conſcience, with the ſcandalous 


Tim. i. Characters of * Blaſphemer, Perſecutor, Injurious and Chief 


13, 15 of Sinners. Sometimes we have him humble almoſt to 


Oſtentation, coining new words to exprefs his own Vile- 
+ Epheſ. neſs ; {tyled by himſelf tazxirird& wdilor FS dyiev * leſs 
ji.8. than the leaſt of all Saints; Frankly acknowledging to the 

Corinthians, that he was no better than an Abortion, 
+ x Cor. One born out of due time, The leaſt of the Apoſtles , Not 
av. 8,9. meet to be called an Apoſtle, becauſe he perſecuted the Church 

of God. And yet the ſame St. Paul to the ſame Corinthi- 
ans, at other times, bearing up in competition with the 
* x Cor. is. beſt of them. Am not I an _ ſuppoſe I am not 
oh * a whit behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles. And, as if in all 


23. 1 Cor. this he had rather diminiſhed than arrogated too much 
XV. 10. 


to himſelf, even claiming a Preference before the reſt of 
his Brethren; Are they Miniſters of Chriſt? I ſpeak 4 
rs „I am more; and, I laboured more abundantly than they 
att, | 

And now, Quo teneam vultus mutuntem? Who can 
tell from hence, where to fix or what to pronounce ? How 
ſhall we acquit that Blaſphemer, or condemn this good Con- 
tcience z How commend the Zeal of the Apoftle, and yet 


blame that of the Perſecutor, if we will make St. Paul con- 


liſtent with himſelf, and allow, (as the Truth moſt cer- 
tainly is,) that he was acted with the ſelffame Zeal for 
the Service of God in both Capacities > This is that 


difficulty, 
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difficulty, which I ſhall now bring to a cloſer View, and, 
by conſidering the ſeveral, Branches of it diſtinctly, will 
attempt to render it of ſome ſignificancy and uſe to us, 
both for reconciling the intricacies of St. Paul's Caſe, 
and for directing gur Judgments in other Caſes of the 
like nature. | | 

To this purpoſe, I beg you will attend to the Four 
following Particulars. 0 

1. Firſt, That throughout St. Paul's whole Conduct, 
there is not the leaſt appearance of any Deceit or Double- 
dealing, not any Perverſeneſs or Obſtinacy of Spirit, 
From his Apologies to the Galatians and King Agrippa, 
we may plainly gather ſtrong Prejudices from Cuſtom 


and Education; An extraordinary deference for the Law 


of Moſes, and an impatience of any contradiction. to 
that Law. He wanted no inclination for the Service of 
God and .the Truth, but ſtood up in Defence of the 
Jewiſh Religion, becauſe he thought it to be the Truth; 
and ſet himſelf in Oppoſition to the Chriſtians upon 
this very account, that it ſeem'd to Him an Impoſture, 
and deſtructive of the Truth. Conſequently St. Paul 
would have done better, had he but known better: 
And ſo the Defect lay not preciſely. in his Will, but 
chiefly in his Underſtanding. Now the bent and in- 
tention of the Will being that main thing which ren- 
ders every Action formally Good or Evil; and the Di- 
ctates of a Man's Conſcience being the next and imme- 
diate Guide® which the Perſon at that preſent time is 


to be directed by; from hence it is, that St. Paul juſti- 


fied himſelf before the High-Prieſt ; and his Conſcience 
might in this qualified ſenſe, be truly ſtyled a Good Con- 
ſcience. For it guided him according ta the beſt Light 
it had then received from the Judgment; and that 
Guidance he readily and ſincerely followed. E 5 Y 
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whatever Offences St. Paul was drawn into upon this 
account, they did not proceed, from any Prevarication, 
but purely from want of more perfect Inſtruction; and 
ſo his Perſecuting the Church of Chriſt, cannot be e- 
ſteemed a Sin of Wilfulneſs or Preſumption, but was 
truly and properly a Sin of Ignorance. | 
2. But, Secondly, It muſt be remembred upon this 
Occaſion, that even between theſe Sins there is a dif-. 
ference to be made; and that, as in other reſpects, ſo 
eſpecially with regard to the Object of this Ignorance. 
The School-men, who, to give them their due, ſeldom 
let any thing paſs without a Diſtinction, muſt be con- 
feſs d in this caſe to have a very juſt one; which they 
call Ignorance in Umniverſals, and Ignorance in Particu- 
lars So termed, becauſe the Former relates to the Ge- 
neral Rules for Men's Actions, and the Latter to the 
Circumſtances of each ſingle Action by it ſelf. The 
Man that knows not what he does is Ignorant ; and 
He that knows not what he ought to do is Ignorant 
too; But yet theſe two Perſons are not ignorant of 
the ſame thing, nor in the ſame manner, nor with the 
ſame proportion of Guilt. When Abimelech took Sz 
Gen. xX. 6. rab, and knew not that ſhe Was Abrabam s Wife, 
0 God admitted his Excuſe and his Integrity, ſo far as 
the charge of Adultery was concerned; Becauſe he 
was ignorant of a material Circumſtance, which alter- 
ed the quality of the Fact it felf. But when ow 
Ii. i. knew not God and his Will, their Country, Iſaiah 
tells us, was laid deſolate, their Cities burnt with Fire; 
And all this, becauſe Theirs was Ignorance in point of 
Law and Duty. In St. Paul's Caſe, though there may 
ſeem to have been a mixture of both theſe; Partly of 
the Fact, as he quite miſtook the Perſons and the Cauſe 
he perſecuted, yet the ignorance of the Lew had _ 
iy the ſtronger influence upon him. He verily t ought 
| | wit 
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with hineſelf, t hat he ought to do many things contrary to 
the Name of Feſws of Nazareth. His therefore was Ig- 
norance in point of Duty, and that rendred his Fault 
ſo much the worſe. For, "1 
3. Thirdly, Every Sin is aggravated to the Committer 
of it, as it was more eaſy for that Perſon to have avoid- 
ed that Sin. And conſequently, all Ignorance muſt needs 
involve the Man in a degree of Guilt, proportionable 
to the Means of knowing and doing better afforded 
to that Man in particular. This is the main reafon, 
why Ignorance of the Fu# excuſes, and Ignorance of 
the Law does not; | Becauſe very material Circumſtan- 
ces relating to the Fact cannot manyggimes be fully 
known; But the Law lyes plain and open; It offers 
it (elf freely to every Man's Conſideration ; It is pub- 
liſhed on purpoſe that it may be known; And till 
it be in a condition of being known, it cannot have 
the force of a Law. Now the exerciſing ſo many Bar- 
barities as St. Paul did upon Perfons of a Principle dif- 
ferent from his own, was an inhumane and very ſin- 
ful thing ze n ſelf. And, if the Religion he ſo fierce- 
ly vindicated had been impartially look'd into, it might 
have appeared, that there was no ground for fuch 
Proceedings upon the account of this Difference in 
rticular; and that made it a very grievous Sin to 
m too. The Fewiſh Law is the Foundation upon 
which the Goſpel is built; And Je and his Diſci- 
ples, ho carried up that Superſtructure, were ſo far 
from propagating a Doctrine which corrupted the Law ; 
that all they taught was that very Pulneſs and Perfe- 
ion of it, which the Moſaical Diſpenſation ſtood in 
need of, which the Prophets had long promiſed, and 
the Faithful caperly expected. Thus that mighty Pro- 
tciency in the Law, of which St. Pau boaſts, did 50 
N 2 
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add to his Offence. For the better he was acquaint- 
ed with that Law, the more obvious theſe things, 
when fairly conſidered, would have been to him. 
And hence it is, that he laments his Unhappineſs, 
and loads himſelf with Guilt, in all the ſevere Terms, 
that argue the ſincereſt Humiliation , and deepeſt Re- 
morſe. He never mentions the Bleſſing of his Conver- 
ſion without ſome tranſport of Thankfulneſs and Joy; 
And in one of his Raptures tells his Son Timothy, 
that the Mercy of God did wprawdtor towards Him; 


Tim. i. 14. Aſcribing it to the Grace, the Abundant, nay the ex- 


ceeding abundant Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus. He re- 


* Tim. i. 16. preſents himſf ſo vile, as to be made 2 Pattern of 


all God's long Suffering to them that ſhould hereafter 
believe. Like ſome abandoned Wretch, to whom a 
Prince extends his Mercy beyond all Hopes, and to 
the ſurpriſe of all Mankind, that the blackeſt Offen- 
ders, after ſuch an inſtance, might have no Tempta- 
tion to deſpair of his Clemency. © _ 

4. Fonrthly and Laſtly, Though St. Paul's Ignorance 
did not acquit him of Guilt, becauſe it might have 
been remedied; Yet this was a conſiderable Abate- 
ment to his Sin, that it proceeded from Ignorance. 
For all Ignorance, which is not palpably groſs and 
aftected, 15 not altogether a Fault, but in ſome mea- 
fure a Misfortune. We find our Bleſſed Saviour up- 
on the Croſs, alledging this as an Argument pro- 
per to incline God to Pity, in behalf of thoſe very 


* Lukexiii.34. Jem that crucified him. Father, ſays he, forgive 


them, for they know- not what they do. Yet They were 
puniſh'd notwithſtanding Their 1gnorance, and St. Paul 
was pardoned by reaſon of His: For ſo he profeſles 


* Tim. i. 13. in his Epiſtle tO Timothy, 55056 obtain c Mercy, becauſe 


I did it ignerantly in unbelief. He was not Gabe 
Bas tent 
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dient to the heavenly Viſion, but immediately anſwer. 4 

ed to the firſt Call, Lord, What wilt thou have me * Acts bx. 6, 

to do? Burt the 7ews had Miracle upon Miracle, 

Precept upon Precept, and ſtill Their return was That 

of the ungracious Subjects in the Parable, * We wil * ukexix.14, 
not have this Man to Reign over us. He wanted Light, 

becauſe it did not diſcoyer it ſelf fully to him, nor 

was he Tightly prepared to receive it; Like Men who 

are kept long in the dark, or have a blemiſh in their 

Sight. They wanted Light, becauſe they ſhunn'd and 

hated it; Like thoſe lovers of Darkneſs, who, when 
the Sun ſhines bright, ſhut him out, or wink hard a- 

gainſt him. The Diſpoſition of His Mind was right, 
t ſome violent Prejudices had corrupted his Rea- 

ſon, and got poſſeſſion of his Judgment, When thoſe 

Scales too fell off from the Eyes of his Mind, and he "== 

ſaw all things clearly; Then he evidenced the Up- + 

rightneſs of his Intention, by a moſt indefatigable Bi- | 

ligence and active Zeal, by employing his natural 

Courage and warmth of Temper as vigorouſly in De- 

fence of Chriſt, as ever he had done before in Defi- 

ance of him. And in this regard it is, (both as to 

his Commiſſion and Call received immediately from 

Heaven, and his own faithful Execution of it,) that 

he equals himſelf with the other Apoſtles, declaring, 

He laboured more abundantly than the) All. This Sin- 

cerity and Zeal it was, that rendred ſo excellent a 

Perſon , ſo long and ſo unhappily miſled , a proper 

Obje& of Pardon and Compaſſion firſt, and then I a+ Ads is. 15. 9 

Choſen © 2 to bear his Maſter's Name, before the Gen- ll 

tes, and Kings, and the Children of Iſrael. "CY = 
And now, after having ſo largely diſcuſſed the In- l 

ſtance of our Great Apoſtle; there will not remain i 

any mighty Difficulty in PEERS to a tolerable ah : | 
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ciſion of the Caſe propounded.” The whole State 
whereof, I think, may be compriſed in theſe few ge- 
neral Concluſions. . AV} 
I. Firſt, A Man's propoſing the moſt noble End, 
and proſecuting it with never ſo ſincere an Intenti- 
on, never fo fervent a Zeal, cannot be ſufficient to ju- 
ſtify his Proceedings, if the Meaſures and Means made 
ule of for compaſſing that End are unlawful. St. 


Part was exceeding zealous of the Law ; A Law that 


had been given by God himſelf, yet was he, not- 
withſtanding his Deſign to defend Religion, 4 Blaſ- 
_ phemer, a Perfecntor, and Injurious. a 

2.* Secondly, If theſe Methods be really ſinful, and 
might be known to be ſo, if Men were not partial, 
or otherwiſe wanting to their own due Information; 
It is not any preſent Perſuaſion of their Lawfulneſs, 
not any Warrant or ſanguine Encouragement of a 
_ miſtaken Conſcience; that can render them lawful 
to Os. St. Paul thought verily that he ought to do what 
he did, and yet when he came to a better ſenſe of 
things, he makes no Scruple to ſtyle himſelf the Chief 
of Sinners for having done it. To the Law and to the 
Teſtimony, as Iſaiah ſays in another caſe ; «Theſe are 
the Standard, of Right and Wrong : © And things that 
are fixt in their own Nature, as the Meatures of mo- 
ral Good and Wil are, cannot be changed by our 
Opinion of them; Nor will the Fact be in it ſelf 
better or worſe, becauſe the Doer apprehends it o- 


ther wiſe than in truth it is. A Sin of Tgnorance it 
is indeed, and that extenuates the Offence; But a Sin 


ſtill it is, except right Reaſon or Scripture allow 
it ; And confequently Ignorance or Miſapprehenſion 
will not bear that Man out, who acts contrary 
to the Rule of his Duty, though at the ſame = 
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6 che act in perfect agreement with the Dictates of his 
3 Ibirdly, Some Advantage however there may be 
gathered from hence, which is, that, ſuch Sins bein 

partly in voluntary, this Ignorance may incline the Mer- 

cy of God towards the Offender. For there is always 
ground to hope, that He who knows our Frailtics 

will look upon them with a very tender compaſſio- 

nate Eye, and rather pity than puniſh our Weakneſs. 
St. Paul obtained Mercy, becauſe he did it ignorantly in 
unbelief. a 

4 But then we muſt not forget to take this along 

with us, Fourthiy, That, although thus much may be 

hoped, yet it is more than can be depended upon. Ig- 

norance may incline, but it does not engage the Mer- 

cy of God. The Law lyes open, and we mult learn it 

at our peril; God hath not by the Goſpel-Covenant 

obliged himſelf to ſuch gracious Condeſcenſions to 

them who do not; Nor is it any Argument, becauſe 

he vouchſafed to convert and enlighten, St. Paul by 

2 Miragle, that he will go out of the common way 

to every one, who, when he hath tranſgreſſed through 
Ignorance, wipes his Mouth and ſays he hath done 
nothing amiſs. The Apoſtle, you ſee, was ſo far from 
ſupporting himſelf with any ſuch vain Imagination , 
or eſteeming his Converſion an effect of Juſtice ; that 
he extols it as the overflowin F< od's exceeding abun- 
725 Grace, with Faith, an „ which is in Chriſt 
. | { "" 4 5 * 
5. Fifthly, We learn likewiſe from hence, upon whas 
terms ſuch Perſons are allowed to hope for this Mer- 
y; Which are, provided they ſubmit to the Truth 
when it offers it ſelf to them, and give all poſſible 


diligence to make reparation for their former roms, 
. C 2 | an 
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and ſo conclude. . 


and all the Miſchiefs owing to them. St. Paul was g 
not diſobedient to the Heavenly Viſion, but replyed 
preſently, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And 
when he had received the Grace of God, he labour- 
boured more abundantly than all the Apoſtles. 
So poor «Encouragement appears upon the whole 
Matter, for a Miſtaken though Well-meaning Zeal ; 
So great the hazard and danger it involves Men in; 
So very little, ſo very uncertain the Comforts and Ad- 
vantages to be expected from it; And all this too, 
ſuppoſing the moſt favourable Circumſtances that the 
Caſe can poſſibly admit. But, I appeal to this Day, 
whether it deſerves to be thought any breach of Cha- 
rity, to ſuſpect, that too too many who imitate St. 
Paul's Fervency, will at laſt be found to want St. 
Paul's Integrity. And, if where the Intention is un- 
diſſembled, and the Ignorance unaffected, a Man fo 
hardly eſcape ; Or, if he do, that ſuch a one ſtands 
a Living Monument of ſignal and uncovenanted Grace, 
Where.then, Ah ! where ſhall Thoſe ungodly Wretches 
appear, who, either do not know, becauſe they will 
not ſee; or gory the Croſs of Chriſt for a Banner to 
Trader , ay „ Luſt; Who prophane and 
proſtitute this or that Religion to purpoſes that are 
a Contradictietꝶ t all Religion 3 Whoſe Ambition and 
Faction is all: their Zeal, and whoſe Gain is their on- 
ly Godlineſs? + 3 Wen FEM 
The Point it ſelf being thus ſettled, I deſire to leave 
it upon you with Two or Three Practical Inferences, 


1. Now, Firſt, From what hath been reſolved con- 
cerning the Nature and the Danger of a miſguided and 
indiſcreet Zeal, we are very naturally. carried to conſi- 
der, of what mighty Importance it is to every Man, to 
2; 5 | - have 
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have his Conſcience rightly informed. When God bath _ 
given us a Rule to walk by, and hath declared, he 
will take a ſtrict account of our Actions, according 
to their Conformity or Diſagreement with this Rule; 
it highly concerns us to make his Laws the conſtant 
meaſure of our Deſigns and Behaviour, To this pur- 
pole we ought to examine every thing by that Stan- 
dard, and to proceed with Sobriety arid Impartiali- 
ty, with much leiſure and great exactneſs in ſuch Ex- 
amination. The plauſible pretences of Church and 
Cauſe, of Liberty, and Property, and Religion, will not 
bear us out, if we be carried away by Heat and Pre- 
poſſeſſion, by Faction and Party, by Enthuſiaſtick and 
wild Imaginations. And yet all this may ſometimes 
happen to be the caſe of very wel- intending Men; 
from the inveterate Prejudices of an unhappy Educa- 
tion, from the particular Complexion of their Minds, 
or the warmth of an eager and blind Zeal. But God 
requires, that Reaſon and Religion ſhould be the Com- 
paſs for all his Servants to ſteer by; And that Theſe 
ſhould be ſo far from being born down by Humour, 
or Paſſion , or Intereſt; as to moderate, and ſubdue, 
and bring them all into entire Obedience. And' He, 
who ſuffers himſelf to be tranſported into any fort of 
Wickedneſs, which in his coldeſt Blood he cannot fair- 
ly aeg: is like a Sailour without his Card; He 
makes Shipwreck of Faith and a good Conſcience, and 
will be ſure one day to pay dear® for that Raſhneſs 
and Inconſideration, which no Goodneſs of Intention 
can make a ſufficient Atonement for. 4255 
2. Secondly, This ſhews us the horrible Miſchiefs 
of violent and obſtinate Prejudice. There is no Opi- 
nion ſo abſurd, but Men ſo poſſeſsd may be brought 
to believe and embrace it; No Crime ſo black, * 
41 | they: 
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they may confidently engage in it, and yet all the 


lignant Influence ſuch Proceedings are, not only to the 


white think themſelves in the right, And the reaſon 
of this is very obvious and evident. Which is, that 
ſuch People, when they ſet themſelves to conſider, be- 
gin always at the wrong End. For, inſtead of coming 
to their Rule with Minds open and unbiaſſed, and 
free to entertain any Truth that ſhall diſcover it (elf 
to them; They quite contrary bring their on No- 
tions and Impreſſions along with them. Theſe they 
lay down as firſt and unconteſtable Principles, and re- 
ſolve to admit of nothing tor Juſt and True, except 
ſo far as it agrees with Theſe. Hence it is, that they 
ſtretch 'and bend the. Rule, to bring it to their own 
crooked Affections and Deſigns; And as ſome crafty 
Rebels heretofore have found out an Expedient to 
make- War upon the King's Perſon by the King's Au- 
thority ; ſo many perverſe Interpreters of Scripture 
have frequently produced God's own Word 4n vindi- 
cation of the moſt Ungodly Practices. Of how ma- 


Parties themſelves but to Others, how deſtructive 
of Peace and good Order, and every Benefit of Socic- 
ty and Government, plentiful Experience hath convin- 
ced Mankind to their Coſt. And what indeed can be 
expected better from ſuch Preachers and ſuch Princi- 

les, as perſuade Men, that the worſt and moſt exor- 

itant Practices may be ſanctified by a Good End and 
- Pious Intentions ? Wretched Uſurpers of the Name 
of Feſws ! Like Him in no One, Circumſtance, but that 
of coming not to ſend Peace on Earth but rather Divi- 
fron Nay, not like him even in that, when rightly 


underſtood ; For Swords and publick Ruptures were 
only the accidental Event of His- Coming, but they 
ſeem to be the very End and Purpoſe of * 
eſe 
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Theſe Holy Miſſionaries divide that they may deyour; N 


and from the Ignorance and Credulity of the People, 
that take advantages of kindling ſuch a-furious Zeal," as 
„ be. ſhall ſet whole Kingdoms in a Flame; as blows the 
ming Coals, till all the ſoft Relentings of Humane Nature 
and are conſumed, and makes their Proſelytes ten times more 
(elf the Children of Hell, by a falſe hope of enſuring Hea- 
No- ven to themſelves. Inſtead of correcting the Extra- 
they vagancies of Cruelty and Injuſtice, by Chriſtian Con- 
re- ſidera tions of mutual Forbearance ſubjection to Go- 
cept vernours and meek Suffering; rendring their Inſtru- 
they ments more head-{trong and turbulent, more inflexi- 
Wn bly barbarous and brutiſh, upon the pretence of ſer- 
afty ving a Church or a Cauſe, and for tear 'they ſhould 
to ſeem to do the Work of the Lord negligently. De- 
Au- liver us, Good God, from ſuch dangerous Deluſions ; 
ure and whenever thou thinkeſt fit to ſcourge us for our 
di- Sins, let us fall into Thy Hands, for Thy Mercies are 
na- great; And not into the Hands of Men: Leaſt of all 
the into the Hands of ſuch Men, as think they do thee Ser- 
ve vice by our Deſtruction. For when Blood is eſteem- 
ie- ed à Sacrifice, and Perſecution commences Principle, 
in- Compaſſion from thenceforth. becomes a Crime: And 
be the tendereſt Mercies of a Zeal thus inflamed will be 
Cl- ſure to prove the very Extremity of Cruelty. 
r 3. But, Thirdly, Let not this diſorderly Zeal of our 
id very bittereſt Enemies, or the moſt dreadful Conſe- 
Ic quences of it, extinguiſh our Charity for ſuch miſtaken 
at Men. Theſe things call for the obſervance of thoſe: 
i Commands to bleſs them that curſe us, and pray for 
y them who deſpightfully uſe us and perſecute us. We 
e may and ought to take all prudent Methods of guard- 
. ing our ſelves againſt the miſchiefs of a Set of Prin- 
ciples, that would, if ſuffered and purſued, lay all 
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in ruin and confuſion 4 But we, muſt never let our 
Fears or our Reſentments tranſport us to the like Ex. 
travagance which we condemn in others. And there. 
fore, while we are providing for our own Safety, we 
- muſt not forget that which would be our ſureſt De- 
fence; The ſecuring Providence on our fide, by de- 
pending upon his Bleſſing upon all fair and lawfil 
Means of Safety; Daily Addretles to God, that he would 
bring into the way of Truth ſuch as have erred and ar: 
deceived; And inviting all ſuch over to our Perſua- 
ſion by that Chriſtian Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Tem- 
per, which may aſſert the Credit of Religion, and 
prove that God is in us of a Truth. Which laſt 
Reflexion leads me to a | 
4. Fourth Inference, no leſs neceſſary than any of 
the former, and that is, The unreaſonableneſs of ſuf. 
tering our Minds to be prejudiced againſt things pro- 
fitable and good in themſelves, upon the account of 
their being tometimes abuſed to very ill Purpoſes: How 
great a Madneſs would it be, to form a Judgment of 
thoſe Creatures God gives us for the Suſtenance and 
. Refreſhment of our Bodies, from the miſerable effects 
they have upon ſome Men, who ruin their Health by 
Luxury and Riot? And the Folly is not leſs, when 
we think meanly of a Divine Inſtitution, in its own 
Nature excellent and uſeful, for the Hypocriſy or the 
Errours of Them, who turn Liberty into Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and Faith into Faction. And this I cannot but 
think a very ſeaſonable Caution, becauſe the preſent 
Contempt of Religion in this ſinful Age may be 


thought in ſome meaſure owing to a juſt abhorrence | 

of the exorbitant Practices of Men, who have made 
2 more than ordinary pretences to Religion. This the 
| Devil ſeems to have taken hold of for carrying ill- 

FOG: diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed Minds to a very wicked Extreme; by tempt- ; 


ing them who wiſh there were no ſuch thing, to think 
that indeed there is not. And too plauſible a Temp- 
tation it is, when they ſee Conſcience and Zeal ta- 
ken up as Words only to amuſe the Vulgar, and to 
cloak Deſigns inconſiſtent with either revealed Truths or 
common Honeſty. It is indeed a horrid Scandal, when 
Men profeſs to advance or to ſecure the Intereſts of 
Religion, by acting a part that is a contradiction to 
mutual Faith and all Religion. But were not Religion 
in it ſelf univerſally acknowledged to be Good, the 
mere. Zeal for it could not make ſo powerful an Im- 
preſſion; And, whatever becomes of the Mears, yet 
it is plain even ſuch deluded Men are ſatisfied in 
the Worth and Excellence of the End. But fince 
This, like all other good things, requires an honeſt 
and prudent uſe of it; the Indignation ought not to 
fall upon the thing it ſelf, but upon Them who cor- 
rupt it, in the abuſe. Sufficient to ſuch Men is their 
own Condemnation, and a heavy Condemnation no 
doubt they incur, whoſe Examples wound its Honour, 
and expoſe it to the Scorn of them who wiſh it ill, 
and-rejoice in all plauſible - Occaſions to traduce and 
undermine it. But this does by no means evacuate 
the Wiſdom of 'God, or the Force of Truth, or the 
Benefits of the Goſpel. The Doctrines of the Meck 


of; Juſtice and Charity; But ſince thoſe Doctrines are 
ſo tramed, as to correct indeed but not compel our 
Wills, there remains ſtill a poſſibility for Ignorance 
and Corruption to render them Inſtruments of Divi- 
ion and Confuſion. They who truly anſwer the in- 
tent of this Goſpel, and have the Pawer as well as 
the Form of Godlineſs, will 5 ſure to ſhew forth the 


Works 


and Holy Jeſur, are a Syſtem of Peace and Order, 
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Works of a good Converſation; in a Spirit of Meck. 
neſs and Love. But, white/ Men contmue tolbe Men, 


they muſt have it ini their power, to turn that which 
ſhould have been fbr their Wealth into an occaſion of 
Falling. And the Juſtice of Providence is no way 
concerned to prevent this, ſince God knows how to 
bring Light out of Darkneſs, to turn even the Sins of 
Men to his on Glory ; and hath determined to judge 
every one of us at laſt, according 'to' the Improve- 
ment of thoſe Good things which we might have 
abuſed, but did not; or the miſemployment of thoſe, 
which we had ſufficient warning and direction to make 
4 right and beneficial uſe of, but would not. All 
which, I ſhould think, cannot but convince any rea- 
ſonable Mane how hard, and how abſurd it is, that 
Religion it ſelf ſhould ſuffer in Our eſteem, Either for 
the I norance of Them who mean honeſtly but do 

ot 1 ghtly underſtand it ;' or for the Hypoerily: and 
empty Boaſts of Them who would be net to 
have it moſt, but in reality have it not. 

And this now leads me very naturally in the Lift 
place, to conclude with the merè immediate Buſineſs of 
this Day. A Day Particularly auſpicious to th Exg- 
Ii Church and Nation ; and doubly fignalited = 
the re peated Preſervation of the Re formed Ne 
and our Civil Liberties. Firſt , By che ſtrange — 
ſeaſonable Diſcovery of a melt. barbarous! and belhiſh 
Treaſon, whereby he Kin and Roya Branches the 
Flower of our = Sri Noble and Gentry affembled 
im Parliament, were 1 rkod ie for the Stag 
f intended to be made a Burnt-Sacrifice By That blind 

= fiery ZeaF I have been ſpeaking o Phe NHorrour of 
© many precious Eives deſtroyed at onde By zn un- 
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mortal Souls hurried into Eternity, without any warn- | 
ing of their ſudden Change, nay without leiſure for 
ſo much as one Lord have, mercy upon me at the laſt 
Gaſp : The Darkneſs, and Miſery, and general Con- 
ſternation, which muſt have covered the Face of the 
Publick, ate now no more to be expreſs d than they 
could then have been prevented, had not the watch- 
ful Providence of: God in a moſt Critical Minute in- 
terpoſed. Theſe things we have heard with our Ears, 

d our Fathers have declared unto us the noble Works 
God did in, their Days and in the Old Time before ws. 
But, Others of the like Natute our own Eyes have 
ſcen..; Bold and Illegal Attempts, to throw down our 
Fences, and root up our Vineyard; and the worſt of 
Slaveries.; endeavoured to be introduced, partly by a 
ſecret and ſubtle, partly by a High Hand. [The Re- 
ſentments of thaſe. who profeſs to be Champions for 
Liberty, and the Power of a; Prince unhappily mi- 
led, made Inſtruments to lay a Yoke: upon our Necks, 
which neither our Forefathers nor We were able to 
bear, And here. again the ſame gooll Providence ws 
eminently conſpicuous,.by«defeating\'the>Goutfels of 
our Adverſaries; and ordering Matters ſo, that our 
Safety . ſhould come not from our Own, but from à 
nobler and better Hand: A Safety bearing Date from 
this once more proſperous Day, And that: fo: inno- 
cent, that the Generality of the Nation had nothing 
left to do, but, meerly not tefuſe their oi Happi⸗ 
neſs. If then our Properties as a People, and our Re- 
formation as a Church; If the Rights of a Monar- 
chy independent on the uſurped Supremacy of Nome, 
and the Allegiance of Subjects free! from the Controul 
of Foreign Tyranny; If the undiſtutbed Exerciſe of a 
Anden D 2 Religion 
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Religion truly Rational, and Primitive, and Pure, and 
the Regular execution of Laws, moſt juſt, and wiſe, 
and beneficial ; If the Privileges we clatm by our Sta- 
tutes and Cuſtoms, as Natives, and the yet more ſacred 
and inviolable Rights belonging to us as Chriſtians; 
If Sacraments unmaim'd, and Decency void of Idola- 
try and Superſtition ; If Prayers edifying, becauſe in- 
telligible to our People; If (which is moſt of all 
deſirable,) the Scriptures freely communicated, and 
ready acceſs to thoſe Wells of Salvation, not only al- 
lowed but enjoined and urged to every Soul that 
thirſts after Righteouſneſs; If theſe, F ſay, be Com- 
forts and Advantages, worthy our Notice and E- 
ſteem; then have we abundant matter of Joy, and 
Praiſe, of Thanks and Wonder: Then can no Exg- 
li Man or Proteſtant think any Honours or Solem- 
nities too great, too laſting for a Day which ſeems 
upon ſo many accounts marked out to Honour; ſo 
fruitful in Bleſſings to theſe Kingdoms, to the Re- 
formed Religion, to Europe in general, as is the moſt 
deſervedly, and I will add doo, the moſt devoutly to 
be, celebrated Fifi of November:. 
I do not therefore call upon you to remember the 
Bleſſings of this Day, we muſt even forget our ſelves 
not to do that. Or, were we (which God forbid we 
ever ſhould be,) abandoned to a Spirit of Ingratitude 
baſe enough to negle& them; Jet even ſo, tis but 
too plain, the reſtleſs Attempts of our Enemies fail 
not to refreſh our Memories; and our repeated Dan- 
gers from the ſame quarter will not ſuffer us to for- 
get them. But in order to diſcharge the Duty of 
3 fit I put you in mind after what man- 
ner they ſhould be remember d. And will the Cere- 
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monies (think we) of an Aniverſary Thankſgiving 
ſufnee for this purpoſe 2' No. -*Thefe alone are but 
an empty Pomp. If we have a juſt ſenſe of our Pre- 
ſervation, we ſhall be careful to walk worthy of it, 
and not contract any ſuch guilt as we have reaſon to 
fear may forfeit and deprive us of theſe Benefits. We 
then are! thankful for our Civil Liberties, when we 
apply all prudent Methods for the Common Securi- 
ty, when (Faction, and Party, and Prejudice, apart) 
we heartily unite in Charity and Peace; and all move 
like a Body animated with the ſame Soul, to ſave 
our ſelves againſt all-Breach of Publick Faith, and e- 
very unjuſt Invaſion' of them: When with all poſſible 
Fidelity and Zeal, our Hearts, our Hands, our For- 
tunes, but eſpecially our Prayers are conſtantly em- 
ployed on the behalf of that Glorious Inſtrument of 
our Happineſs, whom it hath pleaſed the Providence 
of God to ſet (and long may he fit ) over us. We 
then, and only then, are thankful as we ought'for 
our Religion ſtill ſecure and firm; when we reſt not 
in outward Forms or a falſe Eſtimate of our ſelves, 
as Profeſſors of the beſt Doctrines; but give all dili- 
gence. to expreſs the peculiar Excellence of our Prin- 
ciples by the proportionably exemplary Purity of our 
Converſations. When we worſhip God in Truth and 
in the Beauty of Holineſs ; obſerve Juſtice in all our 
Dealings, Moderation to the Miſtaken, Meekneſs to- 
wards our Enemies, Charity towards all Men: In a 
word, when we live as Chriſtians, and love as Bre- 
thren. Such is our Doctrine, ſuch conſequently ought. 
to be our Practice. To which, give me leave to ſay, 
No one thing would contribute more effectually, than 
the cutting off occaſion from them who ſeek occaſi- 
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 tlety of the Devil or Man worketh' agaz 


25 on; of Miſchief againſt us, by laying aſide all unrea- 


ſonable Prejudices, and letting all thoſe Heats go* out 
and die, which have too long divided us from one 
another; By heartily joining in the Communion and 
Defence of that eſtabliſhed Church, which» frequent 
Experience hath ſhewn to be the beſt and moſt im- 
pregnable Bulwark of the Reformation. Theſe are 
{ſuch Methods as might} give us feaſonable expectati. 
ons that God will (and Oh that he may) continue 


and multiply his Mercies toward us; by lengthning 
out that moſt important Life of his Anointed, upon 


which the Security of what wel already enjoy, and 
the Attainment of what we yet hope for, (and what 
indeed may wWe not hope from Him?) do (according to 
all humane Proſpects) in ſo great a- meaſure depend. 
Thus would our Jeruſalem: be a City at Unity it (elf, 
and when it, is ſo, it will ſoon be the Joy and Won- 


der of the whole Earth. Thus might our Church 
and Country ho i 


to ſee the accompliſhment of that 
iction of Moſes, which the Delive- 


Prophetick 


ainſt ur being brought 
to nought, and by the Providence of thy Goodmeſ? uttevly 
diſpers d, we thy Servants: being hurt by nb Perſecutions 


may 


” 
- 


> WB 


"The Caſe of Miſtaken Zeal, 23 


— 


4y evermore give thanks unto thee in thy holy Church 
Hough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


To whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, Three 
Perſons and One God be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, for the Bleſſings we this Morning are met 
to commemorate, and for all other. his Mercies, 
all Honour, and Glory, Adoration and Thankſ- 
giving. henceforth and for euermore. Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT.” 
THe Chriſtian Religion no ju Offence to the Jews. Eight 
Sermons preach'd at the Kadare Church of St. Paul 
in the Year 1701, being the Lecture Founded by the Honou. 
rable Robert Boyle Eſq; by George Stanhope, D. D. and Chap 
lain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. 


Alſo, ſeveral Sermons preach'd upon ſpecial Occaſio 
Dr. Stanhope... = 3 wy 
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